
 
 
  

My NASA Data - Mini Lesson

Tracking Monthly Salinity Changes in Our Ocean 

  

Mini Lesson

Analyze a time-series graph to explore the salinity values of our ocean changes over time and depth.

1. The following data visualizations were pulled from NASA's Aquarius Mission's Historical
Changes in Monthly Mean Data tool to show salinity time series for the two pre-selected
profiles in the polar regions.  Blue for the Arctic, Red for the Antarctic.

2. Observe the salinity values for the polar regions and answer the following questions. 

1. What changes do you observe and when do these changes occur?  
2. Analyze to see if a relationship exists between these variables and explain your

findings.
3. What may explain this pattern? 
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https://ourocean.jpl.nasa.gov/AQUARIUS/chp2.jsp?locations=(60,-57);(-66,-57)
https://ourocean.jpl.nasa.gov/AQUARIUS/chp2.jsp?locations=(60,-57);(-66,-57)


 

Salinity Changes in the polar regions.  Credit: NASA Aquarius

 

Teachers who are interested in receiving the answer key, please contact MND from your school
email address at larc-mynasadata@mail.nasa.gov.
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https://mynasadata.larc.nasa.gov/sites/default/files/2019-09/156.68.182.95_1567710761012_S.png
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